Oxford Alumni Weekend 

14-16 September 2007

Booking FAQ

WHEN IS THE ALUMNI WEEKEND?

It starts at midday on Friday 14 September and runs until midday Sunday 16 September 2007.

WHO CAN GO?

All matriculated alumni of the University of Oxford are eligible to attend the Oxford Alumni Weekend, including those who have attended courses with the Department for Continuing Education. Alumni will need to quote their Alumni Card Number when booking (see below section on Alumni Card Numbers)

CAN I BRING A GUEST?

Alumni may register themselves and up to two guests for an Alumni Weekend Pass. 

CAN I BRING MY CHILDREN?

We cannot accommodate children under the age of 14 at any of our Alumni Weekend events.  

This is because of several logistical and practical issues we faced in planning this first Alumni Weekend which meant that were not able to put together a coherent programme that would cater adequately for such a wide grouping as 11-18 year olds. We therefore placed our lower age limit based on our judgement of which age group would, broadly speaking, would be able to enjoy the existing programme.
Children aged 14-18 are welcome and can be registered as part of your guest allocation without charge but you must tick the appropriate box when booking (or category when booking online). Please note however, that most colleges cannot offer accommodation to any children under 16; If you want to bring children aged 14-16 you will need to check with your college if you plan to stay there.

HOW CAN I SEE THE PROGRAMME?

The full programme for the weekend is at www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk
Printed Brochures will be available from 2 April. You can order a brochure and booking form by contacting: Tel: 01865 288062; Email: alumniweekend@ousoc.ox.ac.uk
Or by writing to:

Alumni Weekend

Oxford University Society

Oxenford House 

Magdalen Street

Oxford OX1 3AB

BOOKING QUERIES

WHEN DOES BOOKING OPEN/CLOSE?

BOOKING OPENS ON MONDAY 2 APRIL 2007. 

BOOKING CLOSES ON 15 AUGUST 2007.
EARLY BOOKING IS RECOMMEDED AS PLACES ARE LIMITED
HOW DO I BOOK? 

You will need your Alumni Card number to book a place (see below section on Alumni Cards Numbers)
ONLINE: You can book online at  www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk - click on ‘book now’

BY POST: complete the booking form (enclosed with the printed brochure) and return it to:

Oxford University Society

Oxenford House 

Magdalen Street

Oxford OX1 3AB

We cannot accept bookings by phone
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO BOOK? WHAT DOES THE COST COVER?

There is a flat fee of £50 per person to secure an Alumni Weekend Pass, which covers most lectures, tours and events in the programme. Some individual events may incur an additional charge, which is detailed on the booking form where applicable. 

The Weekend Pass fee does not cover any charges for college-run events or  any accommodation.

Children aged 14-18 can be registered for an Alumni Weekend Pass for free.

There is no reduced fee for single day attendance.

DO I HAVE TO BOOK IN ADVANCE? CAN I JUST TURN UP?

All registrations for the Alumni Weekend Pass have to booked in advance. We cannot accommodate people on the day.

CAN I SEE WHO ELSE HAS BOOKED?

Yes this service will be available from about 24 May.You will be required to enter your alumni card number and be validated before being able to serach by Name, College, Matriculation year and Subject. Individuals can opt out from being viewed by others when they make their booking if they do not want to be viewed in this way.

College Officers will be issued with a validation number to allow them to view and search attendees.

I ONLY WANT TO GO TO ONE EVENT IN THE WEEKEND. DO I STILL HAVE TO PAY THE REGISTRATION FEE?

Most events in the main programme require you to register and pay the registration fee. However, there are some events being held as part of the weekend which are open to people separately from the main programme. If you only wanted to attend one of these, and nothing else in the main programme, you would be able to attend without paying a registration fee for the main weekend programme. These events are:

Law Faculty Talk (Friday)

If you are a Law Alumni and are only interested in attending this event in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Maureen O’Neill on 01865 281198  or email: maureen.oneill@law.ox.ac.uk
Keep it cool! 38 years of Gas-Turbine Research (Saturday)

The Jenkin Lecture (Saturday)
These two above events are part of the Engineering Alumni annual event and if you wanted to attend these only, you could get in touch with David Witt on davidwitt@southcroft25.fsnet.co.uk without needing to register for the main weekend programme.

St Hilda’s Concert (Friday)

St Hilda’s College:Aspects of biography (Sunday)

If you are a member of St Hilda’s and are only interested in attending either or both of these events in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Ellen Goodwin 01865 276867/276828  or email: ellen.goodwin@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk
St Anne’s College: Jane Austen’s text Life (Saturday)

If you are a member of St Anne’s and are only interested in attending this event in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Catherine Kernot 01865 284536 or email: catherine.kernot@st-annes.ox.ac.uk
St John’s College: Library Tours (Saturday)

St John’s College: Exhibition of Laudian Vestments (Saturday)

St John’s College: Kendrew Quadrangle exhibition (Sunday)
If you are a member of St John’s and are only interested in attending these events in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Beatrix Stewart on 01865 280064 or email: beatrix.stewart@sjc.ox.ac.uk
Regents Park College: Lecture: Religion and Public Policy

If you are a member of St Anne’s and are only interested in attending this event in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Frances Kennett on frances.kennett@regents.ox.ac.uk
Oxford Business Alumni MBA Reunion Dinner (Saturday)

If you are an MBA Alumni and are only interested in attending this event in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Shauna Honey on  01865 288879 or email: shauna.honey@oba.co.uk .

St Catherine’s College: Tours of college and Gardens (Saturday)

If you are a member of St Catherine’s and are only interested in attending one of these tours in the weekend you can do so without needing to register for the main weekend programme. Contact Franca Potts on:01865 281596 or email: franca.potts@stcatz.ox.ac.uk
WHAT IS AN ALUMNI CARD? WHAT IS AN ALUMNI CARD NUMBER? HOW DO I GET ONE?
An Alumni Card is a small card, about the size of a credit card, which is issued by the Oxford University Society and identifies you as a person with a connection to Oxford University. It shows your unique reference number (Alumni Card Number) and carries a number of benefits such as discounts for goods and services in Oxford.

Your Alumni Card Number is your own unique reference number on our University Database and appears on your Alumni Card. 

If you already receive Oxford Today, you will find your Alumni Card Number on the cover sheet of your copy of Oxford Today.

If you don’t have an Alumni Card and don’t know your number contact the Oxford University Society on 01865 288062; email alumnicard@ousoc.ox.ac.uk
or visit the website (www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk) and fill in the request form.
COLLEGE EVENTS


WHAT EVENTS ARE THE COLLEGES OFFERING AS PART OF THE ALUMNI WEEKEND?

A full listing of College Events appears in the Alumni Weekend printed brochure (available from 2 April) and on the website www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk . Sone Colleges are holding events as part of the main programme and these are detailed in the main prgramme pages. 

College websites will also carry information about what events they are holding that weekend. If you would like to know what events your college is holding and do not have access to the internet, you can call 01865 288062 to enquire about college events or contact your college alumni office directly.

HOW DO I BOOK FOR MY COLLEGE EVENTS?

Alumni should direct their booking query to the named contact person in the Alumni Weekend brochure and website.
ACCOMMODATION

WHERE CAN I STAY?

Colleges

Many colleges are offering accommodation to Old Members coming back for the weekend. Some are offering rooms to all alumni. All college accommodation enquires and booking requests should be booked directly with each college.. A full list is available in the printed brochure (available 2 April) or online at www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk . Or phone 01865 288062 to enquire what colleges are offering.

Please note that most colleges cannot offer accommodation to any children under 16; If you want to bring children aged 14-16 you will need to check with your college if you plan to stay there.
Hotels

We have negotiated a reduced rate on a first come first served basis for the weekend at a number of hotels. This rate is available for a fixed period only. A full list of these special rates is available online at www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk or in the printed brochure; or phone 01865 288062.

For other Hotels and places to stay in Oxford contact the Oxford Information Centre at www.visitoxford.org
Tel: 01865 726871
Fax:  01865 240261

Oxford Information Centre

15-16 Broad Street

Oxford

OX1 3AS

IS THERE A DRESS CODE? DO I NEED TO WEAR A GOWN?

There is no formal dress code for the daytime events in the alumni weekend programme and gowns will not be required. 

At University Dinner events (e.g. with Vice-Chancellor, or at the Ashmolean or University Museum) dress code is Business suit for men and smart for women, with Gowns optional but not Black Tie.  Dress Code queries for College events need to be directed to the individual College.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN ONCE I’VE BOOKED?

A confirmation will be issued to you (by post, or by email for online bookings) once your booking has been processed. Please keep this safe and bring it with you to register at the beginning of the weekend. Any further updates regarding the weekend will be sent to you by email or post over the summer.

WHAT SHOULD I DO/BRING WHEN I ARRIVE FOR THE WEEKEND?

When you arrive for the weekend you (and your guests if applicable) should come in person to the registration point at the Sheldonian Quad to receive your Alumni Weekend Pass and your Welcome Pack which will include your tickets for the events you have booked for. Your guests will receive their own Weekend Pass, Welcome pack and tickets at the same time.

You will need to bring your booking confirmation document and your Alumni Card or some other form of identification (eg driving licence, passport, credit or debit card, utility bill with your name and address) if you don’t have an Alumni Card. We will need proof of age for any guests registered in the 14-18 category.

WHAT IF LOSE MY BOOKING CONFIRMATION?

You need to contact us on 01865 288062 or email alumniweekend@ousoc.ox.ac.uk with your alumni card number and we can reissue your confirmation.

HOW WILL I GET INTO THE INDIVIDUAL EVENTS?

When you register for the weekend you will receive your Weekend Pass which is designed to be worn around the neck and which identifies you as an attendee of the Weekend. All events are ticketed and to get in to each individual event you will need BOTH to show your Weekend Pass  and surrender your ticket.

PARKING

Where should I park my car?

Some colleges are offering limited parking to Old Members, details are available in the brochure and on the website. The University cannot provide parking to anyone attending the alumni weekend. We recommend Park & Ride sites at five sites across the city for secure 72 hour parking.

Disabled Parking?

Some Colleges are offering disabled parking to Old Members. Please check the brochure or the website www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk or call 10865 288062. There is  city council disabled parking available on Broad Street, by the Sheldonian Registration point as well as on St Giles and Beaumont Street. The City Council parking office can be contacted on 01865 79430
DISABLED ACCESS

Will a wheelchair user be able to get to all the events?

Our Registration point in the Sheldonian Quad and all our lecture venues are wheelchair accessible with fully disabled facilities including lifts, ramps and toilets. Some tours including the Bodleian Tours and some walking tours are not suitable for wheelchair users.

CANCELLATIONS

Please contact the Bookings Team on 01865 288062 to give notice of all cancellations. Refunds will only be given if cancellation is received before 31 July 2007. 

UNIVERSITY STAFF ATTENDANCE

I am a member of staff at the University or College. Will I be able to attend some of the lectures or tours? Will I have to pay?
Once booking has closed on 15 August 2007, there will be an online form available at www.alumniweekend.ox.ac.uk for ox.ac.uk users to request places at events over the weekend free of charge, subject to availability. We cannot guarantee to fulfil requests for staff places as it all depends on bookings from alumni. A charge will still apply to staff on any spaces on events which are chargeable, for example, Bodleian Tours. More information on this will be issued nearer the time.

Oxford University Society Branch Network

I am Secretary/Treasurer/ Some official post at an OUS Branch network. Do I have to pay to attend the Alumni Weekend?

The Oxford University Society is offering one place free to each branch in its network. To book your free place, call 01865 288062 and fill in a paper booking form, marking it ‘Free OUS Branch Place’.

I am working in the Development/Alumni/other Office in a College. Can I see who has booked from our College?
College Officers will be given an access number to be validated on the online system to view bookers by Name College Matriculation year and subject. More information on this will be available soon.

ENQUIRIES

Please contact the Bookings Team on 01865 288062 or by email at alumniweekend@ousoc.ox.ac.uk if you have any queries not  covered by this document.

DEGREE CEREMONY
To mark the first ever Collegiate Alumni Weekend, the University will hold a special degree ceremony for eligible alumni to receive their MAs. Many Colleges are participating. See below.

How do I book for the Degree Ceremony?

The colleges listed below are participating. If you are interested in taking your MA, please register with your college as early as possible. Contact the named person at your college listed in the brochure or on the website to book your place. Early booking is advised as places are limited. Booking will close on 31 May

Who is eligible?

This is an MA ceremony only. To be eligible to attend the ceremony to receive your MA you must:

· have read for a BA and not an undergraduate Masters-level degree (such as MChem, MMath, MEng) or a higher degree (MPhil, MLitt, MSc, DPhil, etc).

· have already been awarded your BA (either attending a ceremony or ‘in absentia’)

· be 21 terms from your matriculation.

If you have not yet taken your BA you will need to do this ('in absentia' or in person) at a ceremony before September. To do this contact  the Dean of Degrees at your College.

Which Colleges are participating?
    * Balliol

    * Blackfriars

    * Christ Church

    * Exeter

    * Harris Manchester

    * Keble

    * Lady Margaret Hall

    * Magdalen

    * Merton

    * Oriel

    * Pembroke

    * Regent's Park

    * St Anne's

    * St Catherine's

    * St Hugh's

    * St John's

    * St Peter's

    * Somerville

    * Trinity

I want to receive my MA but my college is listed as not participating. What should I do?

You should get in touch with your college Dean of Degrees and enquire if it will be possible for your own College to get another College to present you at the ceremony.

